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The Southwestern Community College District, located south of San Diego and extending to 
the U.S.—Mexico border, is one of 72 community college districts in the California Community 
College system. It serves as the primary source of college education for approximately 400,000 
residents of the South San Diego County area including the communities of Bonita, Chula 
Vista, Imperial Beach, National City, Nestor, Otay Mesa, Palm City, San Ysidro, Sunnyside, and 
Coronado. The college began offering classes to 1,657 students in 1961, with temporary 
quarters in Chula Vista High School. Groundbreaking for the present 156-acre campus was in 
1963 and by September 1964, initial construction was completed and classes were being held 
at the new campus on the corner of Otay Lakes Road and East H Street in Chula Vista.  In 1988, 
Southwestern College established its Education Center at San Ysidro on the memorial site of 
the McDonald’s tragedy. The college again expanded its off-campus locations in 1998 by 
establishing the Higher Education Center at National City in partnership with San Diego State 
University. And, in 2001, the Board of Governors officially designated an additional site in Otay 
Mesa. In addition to its centers, Southwestern College also provides off-campus classes at 
several extension sites throughout the district and operates an Aquatic Center in Coronado in 
conjunction with the California Department of Boating and Waterways. Current enrollment—at 
all locations—exceeds 19,000 students. More than a half-million students have attended 
Southwestern College since opening its doors 40 years ago. 
  
The Western Association of Schools and Colleges has continuously accredited Southwestern 
College. The college offers a comprehensive curriculum, preparing students for transfer to 
four-year colleges or universities as well as preparing students for jobs and career 
advancement. Of the more than 1,100 community colleges nationwide, Southwestern College 
consistently places in the top 100 in the number of associate degrees conferred. 
  
The College offers a full array of transfer programs, associate degree and career technical 
certificate programs and continuing education opportunities.  Programs that may support the 
Mentor Protégé Program include: Engineering, CAD Design, Computer Information Systems, 
Electronics, Accounting, and Business Management.  
 
Southwestern College’s School of Continuing Education, Economic & Workforce Development 
coordinates college efforts in regional economic development and community education. 
Departments within the School provide specific services to enhance local economic 
development and employment training, while others provide opportunities for lifelong learning 
and personal growth.  
  
As one of six regional Small Business Development Center (SBDC) Networks in California, 
Southwestern College provides administrative oversight for three SBDC’s: San Diego North 
County SBDC (Mira Costa College), Imperial Valley SBDC (Imperial Valley College), and the 
Southwestern College hosted Small Business Development & International Trade Center. The 
San Diego Contracting Opportunities Center (SDCOC) provides procurement counseling and 
technical assistance to small businesses in San Diego County, enabling their business clients 
to bid and win government contracts. The SDCOC is a federally funded Procurement Technical 
Assistance Center (PTAC). 
  
Southwestern College is certified as a Minority Serving Institution of Higher Education, 
specifically as a Hispanic Serving Institution (HSI), and is an active member with the Hispanic 
Association of Colleges & Universities (HACU). 


